Air Tanker 125 doing its best imitation of a beached
whale at Port Hardy. Notice that the number three
and four propellers are feathered, indicating those
engines had been shut down in flight prior to the
crash. Also visible is damage to the outboard
engine nacelle and wing leading edge.
(North Island Gazette)

How the Yankee Air Force saved a
rare Consolidated PB4Y Privateer
from certain extinction
BY TODD HACKBARTH

20 WARBIRDS INTERNATIONAL

uring World War Two, a total of 18,482 Consolidated B-24 Liberator bombers were built at five different locations, including Willow Run Airport outside of Detroit, Michigan, by the Ford Motor Company.
When the Yankee Air Force was founded at Willow Run in 1981, one of our major goals was, and
remains to this day to be, the acquisition and restoration to air worthy condition of a B-24, preferably
one that was built by Ford. Although the organization has not been able to achieve this aspiration, the museum has
obtained a Consolidated PB4Y-2 Privateer, a close relative of the Liberator. This article will briefly describe the
derivation of the PB4Y-2 from the B-24, and then detail the history of the YAF's particular aircraft.

I
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The US Navy operated the B-24 in the
anti-submarine role as well as for other
duties. They redesignated them PB4Y-ls:
"PB" for Patrol Bomber, "4Y" for the
fourth patrol bomber design built by
Consolidated; and "-1" for the first major
version of that design. The Liberator
name was retained. By the end of WWII,
the Navy had received 977 PB4Y-1 Libs.
It is important to not that all PB4 Y-1 s
were originally ordered by the US Army
Air Force as B-24s and initially given
Army serial numbers, then transferred to
the Navy with Navy Bureau Numbers.
Although the Liberator performed its
anti-sub duties quite well, the Navy felt
that a vastly redesigned version of the aircraft was needed to better fulfill the landbased patrol bomber role. Reportedly
called the Sea Liberator initially, this new
derivative was officially designated the
PB4Y-2 Privateer by the Navy, and the

A US Navy Privateer shortly before delivery, awaiting the installation of its ERCO
nose turret. Although not the YAF's aircraft, this plane was only eight serial
numbers higher than 59876. (National
Archives)

I:
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This is the earliest photo thus far found of
the YAF's P84Y-2. Taken either in 1958 or
1959 after being sold by the Navy to
Lysdale Flying Service, the USCG markings have been partially obliterated and
the incorrect registration number N6319D
crudely spray painted on the rear
fuselage. (Norm Taylor via Nick Veronico)
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"The Navy felt that a
vastly redesigned version
of the aircraft was needed
to better fulfill the
land-based patrol
bomber role"
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three prototypes were in fact converted
from existing PB4Y-1 Liberators.
The most noticeable differences
between the Privateer and the twin-tailed
Liberator was the PB4 Y-2s single vertical
fin, which towered to near 29 feet above
the ground. The' 4 Y-2s fuselage was
lengthened seven feet in front of the wing
in order to provide room for the vast array
of electronic equipment it carried. Since
most patrol missions were flown at low to
medium altitudes, the turbocharged
engines of the '4 Y-1 were replaced with
non-turbocharged Pratt & Whitney R1830-94s, and the cowlings were elliptical with the longer axis vertical instead of
horizontal. A second Martin top turret
was added directly behind the wing to
supplement the one located aft of the
flight deck. A teardrop shaped ERCO
blister turret was installed at each waist
gunner's position. The field of fire from

these two waist stations converged 30 feet
below the aircraft so the ball turret was
deemed unnecessary and deleted. On
most PB4Y-2s, the Emerson or Consolidated nose turret was replaced with an
ERCO spherical bow unit.
The Ford Motor Company also developed a single-tailed version of the
Liberator during the war, the B-24N.
Eight of these greatly redesigned aircraft
were built at Willow Run, but they were
true members of the Liberator family and
a completely different airplane than the
PB4Y-2 Privateer. The new horizontal
stabilizer and lone vertical fin of the "N"
was designed to attach to the fuselage
using the same fittings as the twin-tailed
Libs, and it would have been quite feasible to convert existing B-24s to the much
better handling single-tail configuration.
The Yankee Air Force's PB4Y-2
Privateer was assigned Bureau of Aeronautics Number 59876 (US Navy serial
number, abbreviated as BuNo. It was the
527th out of 740 built by the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation at
San Diego, California. The aircraft was
accepted by the Navy on 27 April 1945,
and delivered to them on 1August1945.
In September 1945, BuNo 59876 was
assigned to Patrol Bombing Squadron
197 based at Naval Auxiliary Air Station
Camp Kearney near San Diego, now
known as Miramar Naval Air Station.
VPB-197 was a training unit for air crews
transitioning to the PB4 Y-1 Liberator and
-2 Privateer. during December of that
year, the plane went to Weather Reconnaissance Squadron One, also located at
Camp Kearney. VPW-1 assumed the
training responsibilities of VPB-197,
which was decommissioned. We have
been in contact with an ex-Navy radar
operator assigned to VPW-1 whose log
book shows he flew in '876 three times
during December 1945 and January 1946.
The pilot for all three flights, one of
which was cut short because of a fuel
leak, was a Lt. Long.
BuNo 59876 was assigned to Headquarters Squadron 2 (HEDRON 2) of
Fleet Air Wing 14 in March 1946. VPB197 and VPW-1 were also sub-units of
FAW-14. That July it was repaired at
NAS Corpus Christi, Texas, and two
months later was placed in storage at
NAS Litchfield Park, Arizona, having
accumulated a total of 371 flight hours. It
remained there for the next six years.
On 15 September 1952, '876 was removed from storage and flown to the
overhaul and repair facility at NAS San
Diego. Three days later the aircraft was
listed as retired, and on 30 January 1953,
JULY/AUGUST 1993 23
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"The field offire from
these two waist stations
converged 30 feet below
the aircraft so the ball
turret was deemed
unnecessary and deleted"
it was officially stricken from the US
Navy inventory.
Between September 1952 and late

January 1953, the aircraft was overhauled
by the Navy and converted to search and
rescue configuration for use by the US
Coast Guard. BuNo 59876 was redesignated as a P4Y-2G, the "B" for bomber
having been deleted from the designation
and the "G" added to signify Coast Guard
use. Modifications included the removal
of all gun turrets and the installation of
observation stations in the former nose,
waist, and tail gunners' positions. P4 Y2G 59876 was painted silver overall with
yellow stripes bordered in black on the
wing tips and around the empennage.
Nine Privateers were assigned to the

Coast Guard, but it is believed that only
eight ever saw service with them, from
1952 to 1959. The P4Y-2Gs were based
on the west coast of the US and at several
locations in the Pacific. Between February
and October 1953, 59876 is known to
have operated out of USCG Air Station
Barbers Point, Hawaii, with several
N6813D at Mojave, California, in May 1961
while owned by Cisco Aircraft, Inc. Note
the spray booms, chemical tanks in the
bomb bays, and remnants of the yellow
and black USCG markings on the wing
tips and around the empennage. (Milo
Peltzer)
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DESIGNER/BUILDER
Douglas

North American

DESIGNATION
TC-47B-30-DK
C-47D
DC-3C
B-25D-35-NC

NAME
Skytrain

SERIAL#
44-76716

CIVIL
REG.

YAF
DIVISION
Willow Run

OWNER
YAF

Mitchell
Mitchell II (RCAF)

43-3634
KL148

Willow Run

YAF

I

I,I
Ii

!ii

11

I

Taylorcraft

DC-65

Tandem

L-5041

I

Boeing (Lockheed)

B-17G-110-VE
PB-1G (USCG)

Flying Fortress

44-85829
77255

N966N

Northeast

YAF

Willow Run

YAF

N3193G

J

I'
'iI

Beech

Kansan

43-10404

Stateline

YAF

Northeast

YAF

c.51

Pembroke

K66B-4001
RM-1

Taylorcraft

DC-65

Tandem

L-4874

Piper (homebuilt)

L-4

Grasshopper

Stinson

Model 10A

Voyager

7883

Republic (GM)

F-84F-35-GK

Thunderstreak

51-9501

OT-ZAA
N51973
Saginaw Val.

YAF

Saginaw Val.

YAF

NC32235 Mid-Michigan

YAF

N48102

1,

:11
11:
1

11

1,

Willow Run

YAF

N5006

11:

fi!

Iii

North American

1:
11

F-86D-60-NA
F-86L

Sabre

53-1060

Willow Run

YAF

ii

,iI·i
I
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Flying condition.
"YANKEE WARRIOR"
Flew 7 combat missions
with the USAAF 12th
AF, 57th BW, 340th BG,
489th BS during April
and May of 1944. It carried
the tail code "634 9C" and
was named the "ELLEN E.
& SON". Ex-"GALLANT
WARRIOR"
Flying condition.
Configured as L-2C
replica 435049.
Under restoration to fly.
"YANKEE LADY" 1st flight
tentatively scheduled for
sometime during 1994.
Appeared in the movie
"Tora, Tora, Tora". ExGlobe Air fire bomber #s
C34& 34.
Under restoration to fly.

N7340C
Hunting-Percival

I

AT-11

Consolidated

PB4Y-2
P4Y-2G (USCG)

1:
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DESIGNATION
DC-6B

NAME
Liftmaster

SERIAL#
44913

Privateer

Willow Run

59876
N6319D
N6813D

CIVIL
REG.

YAF
DIVISION
WillorRun

OWNER
YAF

Willow Run

YAF

Willow Run

YAF

Northeast

YAF

1-DIMB

CF-NWV
NX3774

i

1

DESIGNER/BUILDER
Douglas

N8704

I

:I

COMMENTS
Flying condition.

YAF

Under restoration.
Ex-Belgian Air Force.
Currently in outside
storage at Caldwell,
New Jersey
Under restoration to fly as
an L-2C replica
Under construction/
restoration to fly
Under restoration to fly
as an L-9B. Built in 1940.
Static display.
Ex-Indiana ANG.
Ex-191 st FIS,
Michigan ANG.
Static display.
Ex-General Electric
engine test bed.
Static display.
Ex-sprayer and firebomber. Ex-Hawkins &
Powers air tanker #s A25,
825, and 125. Crashed at
Port Hardy, British
Columbia, Canada on
Aug. 9, 1975.

Armstrong-Whitworth

A.W. 650-101

Argosy

6651

OY-STS
N4913R
G-AOZZ
N896U

Henri Mignet

HM-293

Convair

L-13A

Pou du Ciel
(Flying Flea)
Scorpion

F312

G-AXPG
N4067

47-389
N65893

Republic (GM)

F-84F-25-GK

Thunderstreak

51-9361

Mid-Michigan

USA FM

Republic

RF-84F-20-RE
GRF-84F-20-RE
RF-84K-17-RE

Thunderflash

52-7259

Willow Run

USAFM

Republic

RF-84F·30-RE

Thunderflash

52-7421

Willow Run

USA FM

McDonnell

Voodoo

56-235

Willow Run

USA FM

Convair

F-101 B-40-MC
JF-1018
NF-101B
TF-102A-35-CO

Delta Dagger

56-2317

Willow Run

USA FM

Boeing

B-52D-25-BW

Stratofortress

55-677

Willow Run

USA FM

Martin

RB-57A-MA

Night Intruder

52-1426

Willow Run

USA FM

Lockheed
Bell

T-33A-1-LO
HTL-2 (H-13A)

Shooting Star
Sioux

51-8786
122952

Willow Run
Willow Run

USA FM
MCAGM

Fairchild (Aeronca)
North American

PT-19A-AE
AT-6A
T-6G

Cornell
Texan

9948-AE
42-85377
52-8238

North American

T-28A

Trojan

50-234

N1358N?
N11CM

Frank Day
Priv.
Yankee Flyers Priv.

COMMENTS
Static display.
"YANKEE VOLUNTEER"
Ex-Alitalia Airline
Ex-Italian Air Force.
Ex-Sterling Airways.
Ex-Zantop freighter.
Static display.
First prototype,
1stflgith 1/8/59.
Ex-Zantop freighter.
Last flight 12/29/91.
Static display.
Partial restoration
In storage.
Static display, under
restoration.
Static display, under
restoration.
Ex-SAC, Ex-TAC,
Ex-Michigan ANG.
Static display.
Ex-Michigan ANG.
Static display.
Used in ejection seat
test program.
Static display.
Ex-"LA PINTA".
Static display.
Ex-"CLYDE"
Vietnam combat veteran
Static display, under
reassembly/restoration ExMichigan ANG.
Static display.
Static display.
Helicopter.
Flying condition.
Flying condition.
C/N 197-42

N555Q
Yankee Flyers Priv.
N234NA
PXL-Mielec

TS-11

Iskra (Spark)

1H1019
N101TS

Yankee Spark Priv.
Flyers Inc

Flying condition.
Ex-Honduran Air
Force 215 EAM.
Under restoration
to fly.
Built in 1974.
Ex-Polish AF 1019.
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A very derelict '130 at Grass Valley, California, in July 1967. The four 1350 hp Pratt & Whitney engines were worth more than the aircraft itself, and had probably been sold to another operator for installation on upgraded DC-3s. (Milo Peltzer)

deployments to Midway and Wake
was released on 12 August. The aircraft although their fire fighting days are surely
Islands. While stationed at Wake, Pan
numbered.
was sold to Cal-Nat Airways of Grass
American Airways Flight 25, a Boeing Valley, California, on 10 April 1967. It
During 1975, '13D was under contract
Model 377 Stratocruiser with engine trouto the US Department of the Interior and
was engineless and derelict at Grass
ble, was intercepted and escorted in to a Valley by July of that year.
based at Anchorage, Alaska. Total flight
safe landing.
Hawkins & Powers Aviation of Greytime was approximately 1475 hours. On
During February 1954, the Privateer bull, Wyoming , rescued N6813D from
Friday, 8 August 197 5, the aircraft was
was placed in storage at NAS Litchfield oblivion when they purchased her on 11
being flown back to the lower 48 States
Park for a second time. Total
from Anchorage with an evenairframe flight hours were 736,
tual destination of Greybull,
so the aircraft apparently flew
Wyoming. One engine had
approximately 361 hours durbeen shut down due to its runing its 13 month stint with the
ning rough, and we understand
Coast Guard.
that a planned fuel stop at
On 27 December 1957,
Ketchikan, Alaska, was missed
BuNo 59876 was sold by the
because of bad weather.
US Navy to Lysdale Flying
Shortly after midnight on
Service of south St. Paul, MinSaturday, 9 August, after seven
nesota, for $6600. Mr. Jack
hours of flight , BuNo 59876
Lysdale bought five or six
ran out of fuel, and the engines
Privateers on speculation and
that were still in operation
flew them back to his operabegan to quit! Luckily, they
tion at Fleming Field were over the northern tip of
reportedly single-handedly!
Vancouver Island, British
BuNo 59876 had the civil regColumbia, Canada, and below
istration number N6319D,
was the 5000 foot paved runcrudely spray-painted on the
way at Port Hardy. Unbelievtail for the ferry flight. By the
ably , during final approach
time the Civil Aeronautics
with only one engine still runAdministration changed the
ning, the pilot considered he
registration number to the corwas too high to land and
rect one, N6813D, the aircraft "Smokey the Bear" nose art as carried on many of the firebomber attempted to go-around! The
aircraft struck the ground durhad already been flown to its Privateers, including the YAF's N6813D. (Todd Hackbarth)
intended destination.
ing the turn, crashed through
After sitting idle for almost two years,
November 1969, for $6600. During the airport perimeter fence, crossed the
N6813D was sold to Cisco Aircraft, Inc.
rock and driftwood strewn beach, and
March of the following year, they finof Lancaster, California, on 3 December ished converting the aircraft to a firecame to rest in the ocean, approximately
1959. Upon arrival in California, it was
100 yards offshore!
bomber, an aerial fire truck used to fight
modified for aerial spraying, with chemiWhen the radio operator in the control
forest fires. Modifications included retower lost contact with the plane, he imcal tanks installed in the bomb bays and placing the original Pratt & Whitney Rspray booms mounted along the trailing
mediately sounded the alarm in the air1830-94 engines with Wright R-2600s as
edge of the wings.
port fire station. Since no aircraft, nor
Cisco Aircraft sold ' 13D to Sun Valley
fire, could be seen, it was felt the plane
Insurance Agency of Burbank, California,
must have gone down short of the airport,
on 30 November 1961. Nine days later,
and a search was started in that area.
on 9 December, it was again sold, this
When the aircraft finally came to a
time to National City Aircraft Leasing of
stop, the two-man crew was unsure of
Chicago, During July 1962, the aircraft
where they were and what had happened.
was flown to Helena, Montana, where it
Almost immediately, the cockpit started
flew nine spray missions totaling 29 flight
to fill with water, and the men struggled
hours before returning to Long Beach,
to climb out a roof escape hatch. After
California, at the end of that month.
standing on top of the aircraft for a short
During a 30-day period in early 1965,
used on the North American B-25. Four while, they spotted a seat cushion floating
N6813D changed hands three times! On
630-gallon, combination spray and slurry
by, grabbed it, and swam the hundred or
29 January, it was sold by Na-tional City
so yards to shore. When they arrived on
tanks were installed in the bomb bays,
Aircraft Leasing to Turbo-Mod , Inc. of and the original windshield was replaced
land, their legs were so cold they could
Florida. On 9 February, it was sold to
with a one-piece Plexiglas unit. During its
not stand. After a short rest, the crew
Michael T. Loening of Boise, Idaho, who career with H&P, N6813D carried air scrambled in the dark over logs and
in tum sold '876 to Loening Air, Inc. on 1 tanker numbers A25, B25, and 125.
through bushes, and made it to the airport
boundary fence.
Hawkins & Powers was the largest
March. The aircraft was flown to Boise
from Mojave, California on 29 March. On civilian user of the Privateer, over the
During this same time period, the fire
6 June 1966, Boise Aviation, Inc. placed a years having operated a total of eight in
and rescue crews decided the plane must
have gone off the runway and into the
$5367.86 lien on N6813D and three other the firebombing role. As of late 1992, five
aircraft owned by Loening Air. This lien of these aircraft were still airworthy,
(continued on page 54)

"P4Y-2G 59876 was
painted silver overall with
yellow stripes bordered in
black on the wing tips and
around the empennage"

N6813D while operated as a firebomber by Hawkins & Powers Aviation. During its career, the aircraft carried air tanker numbers A25,
825, and finally 125. The alphabetic prefix denoted the US Forest Service Region to which the aircraft was assigned. The engines are
now the 1700 hp Wright R-2600s. (Milo Peltzer)
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PATROL BOMBER
(continued from page 27)
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ocean, so they returned to the airport to
resume their search.
As the pilot and copilot approached
the fence, they saw an emergency vehicle
speed toward them down the runway and
then continue on by until it stopped at the
hole in the fence where the plane had
crashed through on its way to the ocean.
A short time later, another truck arrived.
They were able to get the attention of the
driver by shouting and waving. The flight
crew was taken to the fire hall where they
were given blankets and hot drinks until
an ambulance took them to the hospital
for examination. Both the pilot and copilot received only minor injuries during
their ordeal. The pilot was fired by H&P,
but the copilot remained with the company , only to be killed in the crash of a C119 during 1980.
N6813D received substantial damage
to its nose gear and underbelly, and the
left wing tip and flap were destroyed. The

,

'j
I

The YAF's PB4Y-2 after its crash at Port
Hardy, British Columbia, Canada, on 9
August 1975. The left main landing gear
was ripped completely off the aircraft and
lies in the foreground. (North Island
Gazette)
N6813D being pulled ashore by a bulldozer on 11 August 1975. (North Island
Gazette)
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miles away. During this time period, the
aircraft was heavily vandalized. Under
pressure from the airport management to
remove the plane, the CMFf sold '13D in
late 1981 to a concern from Michigan,
who planned to restore the Privateer as a
twin-tailed B-24 Liberator for static display.
In order to transport the aircraft to
Michigan, the fuselage was cut straight
through from top to bottom directly in
front of the wing and also directly behind

II
I
1

I

'I

the wing. The outer wing panels were cut
off approximately twelve inches outboard
of the attachment joint. The vertical and
horizontal tail surfaces were removed
properly. The props were left on the
engines, but some of the blades were
sawn off to keep the width under the maximum allowable without having to obtain
a wide-load permit. All of the pieces were
then trucked to the Detroit area where
they were stored inside a locked and
secluded pole barn.
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The forward fuselage and outer wings panels after delivery to the Yankee Air Force in
October 1986. Damage to the nose section and underbelly sustained during the crash is
visible. The wings were cut off approximately twelve inches outboard of the attachment
joint. (Todd Hackbarth)
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The rear fuselage and wing center section before reassembly. Notice the caved-in
bomb bay area with the retardant tanks still installed. (Todd Hackbarth)

The YAF's Privateer at Port Hardy, British Columbia, during July 1981. The aircraft had been exposed to the elements and the efforts
of vandals for almost six years. Shortly after this photo was taken, N6813D was cut apart and shipped to Michigan. (Jerry Vernon)

"On 27 December 1957,
BuNo 59876 was sold by
the US Navy to Lysdale
Flying service of South
St. Paul, Minnesota, for
$6600"
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left main landing gear was ripped off and
remained behind on shore. During high
tide, the only portion of the aircraft that
remained visible above the water was the
vertical fin.
On Monday, 11 ugust 1975, N6813D
was pulled ashore by a bulldozer. The
engines were removed, and the aircraft
was hauled back to the airport, where it
was deposited next to a WWII vintage
hangar. Hawkins & Powers received

$142,500 from their insurance company,
who in turn sold 'l 3D for $2600 to
Airplane Supply Center Ltd. of
Richmond, BC, a suburb of Vancouver. It
was then sold to the Canadian Museum of
Flight and Transportation, also located in
Richmond.
N6813D languished at Port Hardy for
more than six years while the
CMFfstruggled to find a way to transport
it to their facility, which was over 200
JULY/AUGUST 1993 57

SIES IF
Did you know that a man in northern California is restoring a Consolidated PBY-5A Catalina flying
boat in his barn? Did you know that one of the first museums to have a MiG-21 on permanent
display was the McClellan Aviation Museum in Sacramento, California? Do you know what World War One enemy Warbird was
featured in the film Blue Max? How much do you know about Great Britain's growing collection of flying Warbirds? What do
you know about the American planes that mysteriously disappeared during World War Two? If you had a subscription to
WARBIRDS INTERNATIONAL Magazine, you would know all there is to know about the above questions. WARBIRDS
INTERNATIONAL is all about the discovery, restoration and display of historic military aircraft. WARBIRDS INTERNATIONAL
plays an integral part in the International Aviation Movement. It is the premier · periodical for Warbird enthusiasts. With a
subscription to WARBIRDS INTERNATIONAL Magazine, the discovery course will be all yours .

. Bureau number 59876 as it appeared during September 1989. Much work has taken place since, especially to the interior of the aircraft. (Todd Hackbarth)

During spring 1986, N6813D was
given to the YAF as an anonymous donation. When it was finally delivered to our
facility that October, we saw for the first
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"Shortly after midnight on
Saturday, 9 August, after
seven hours offlight,
BuNo 59876 ran out of
fuel, and the engines that
were still in operation
began to quit!"
time the terrible condition of the aircraft.
Many Y AF members, the author included, were very pessimistic about our organization's ability to restore this plane to
a displayable state.
A volunteer Privateer restoration crew
was formed, headed by member George
Whitfield. Over the last six years , they
have literally performed miracles with
very little to work with in terms of spare
parts, facilities, tools and funds. Within
nine months , the fuselage was pieced
58 WARBIRDS INTERNATIONAL

back together, and the aircraft was once
again standing on its landing gear. Major
repairs have been accomplished in all
areas since, and the plane is now presentable to the public as a patrol bomber.
Although much restoration work remains,
the crew can be justifiably proud of their
achievements so far.
I have been researching the history of
our Privateer virtually from the day we
acquired her, and am learning more about
its past all the time. I am very interested in
obtaining copies of any information
about, and photographs of this aircraft
that you may have. I am desperately
searching for photos of BuNo 59876 in
US Navy and Coast Guard markings.
Photocopies of logbook entries showing
flights in '876/N68 l 3D would be most
helpful. If you can be of any assistance,
please contact the author in care of the
Yankee Air Force, PO Box 590, Belleville, MI 48112, (313) 483-4030.
I would like to thank the following
individuals and organizations for their
assistance during my research: The National Archives, Naval Aviation History
Office, and Mr. James Piotrasch all provided information about the aircraft's
Navy service. Helping to fill in the details

of its little-known Coast Guard career
were: The USCG History Office; Marion
Shrode of the Ancient Order of the
Pterodactyls, a society of current and
retired Coast Guard aviators; Guion
Prince; John Doherty and Sterling Hays.
The Federal Aviation Administration,
Logan Coombs, William Larkins , Jack
Lysdale, Ted Mathis, Milo Peltzer, Dick
Phillips , Bill Slate, Norm Taylor, and
Nick Veronico supplied data about and
photographs of N68 l 3D during its days
as sprayer and firebomber.
Information about the crash in Canada
was provided by the Port Hardy, British
Columbia Library ; The North Island
Gazette newspaper; and Transport Canada. Rick Blanco, formerly a pilot with
Hawkins & Powers Aviation, gave additional details about the aircraft' s demise,
and Jerry Vernon of the Canadian Museum of Flight and Transportation informed
me of his organization's trials and tribulations with Air Tanker 125. Finally, for
general information and specifications on
the PB4Y-2 Privateer, I consulted the
excellent book The B-24 Liberator by
Allan G. Blue , and several magazines
published by Challenge Publications and
edited by Michael O' Leary.
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O Send me the next 12 issues for just $24.95. I SAVE OVER $22.00!
That's the equivalent of 5 FREE ISSUES.
0 Send only the next 6 issues for $13.95. I SAVE OVER $9.00. That's the
equivalent of 2 FREE ISSUES.
(Sav ings are based on an nual si ngle-copy price.)

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Street _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ Zip _ _

0 Payment Enclosed

O Bill Me (U.S. Only)
0 Current Subscriber
0 New Subscriber
D MasterCard/VISA

1
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I
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Exp. Date _ _ _ __
Signature
I
Allow up to 12 weeks for delivery of your first issue. For subscriptions mailed outside the U.S. add $4.00 for each I
6
issues
ordered
for
additional
postage.
Payment
must
be
made
in
U
.S.
funds
only.
I
Offer Expi~ D~m~ 3~99..:_ CDTEE J .

I Account N o . - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1·818·
I
760-8983

TAKE
ADVANTAGE
OFTHIS
UNBEATABLE
OFFER, TODAY!
GET 12 ISSUES
·
FOR THE
PRICE OF 7
WHEN YOU
SUBSCRIBE FOR
TWO YEARS

